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To: Principals of Secondary Schools

Applied Learning Courses

(2022-24 Cohort; 2024 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination)

Arrangement Details for Early Course Commencement
at Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 School Year

The purpose of this letter is to inform schools of the details of implementation
of the Applied Learning (ApL) courses at Secondary 4 (S4) in the 2021/22 school year
and facilitate interested schools to make early arrangements.

Details

Z, Currently, students generally begin to take ApL courses at S5 and complete at
S6. Schools may consider offering courses at S4, allowing students to start taking
the courses at S4 and complete at S5. Students taking ApL courses at S4 should
apply for entering ApL subjects' in Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) Examination of the respective year at S6.

o For the ApL courses in the 2022-24 cohort, schools may refer to Annex 1 and
Annex 2 for the arrangements for early course commencement at S4. As for the
arrangements for offering the ApL courses at S52, the Education Bureau (EDB) will
issue a circular memorandum to announce the details later.

4. If your school intends to offer ApL course(s) at S4 in the 2021/22 school year,
please submit applications for students via the “ApL Module” in the WebSAMS during
the period from 3 May to 1 June 2021 and arrange for students to participate in the
selection arrangements to be subsequently announced by the course providers.
Schools may make reference to the WebSAMS application procedures as set out in the

! If students take ApL courses of the 2022-24 cohort at S4 in the 2021/22 school year, they should register for entry
to ApL subjects in the 2024 HKDSE Examination at S6.

2 Schools can arrange students studying S4 in the 2021/22 school year to apply for taking the ApL courses of the
2022-24 cohort at S5 and S6, and register for entry to ApL subjects in the 2024 HKDSE Examination.
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“User Manual for Applied Learning” wuploaded on the EDB website:
cdr.websams.edb.gov.hk/ (path: home page > module information > Applied Learning
> user manual).

5. Schools may adopt two modes in offering ApL courses according to the school
context: for Mode 1, lessons are in general held at the venues of the course providers;
for Mode 2 (i.e. schools could offer courses on their own or through collaboration
with other schools), lessons are in general held on the school campus. Schools
intending to offer courses in Mode 2 have to reach an initial agreement and
formulate the implementation details with the relevant course provider(s), which
will include timetable and teaching arrangement.  Schools interested in offering ApL
courses through collaboration with other schools should complete and return Annex 3
to express intention to the EDB on or before 7 May 2021.

6. In order to facilitate students to make informed choices on ApL courses, apart
from providing guidance support, schools could encourage students to visit the ApL
website of the EDB (www.edb.gov.hk/apl/en) for more information about ApL courses.
Schools could also collect copies of the course prospectus from the EDB and
disseminate them to students for their reference. Details will be announced via the
Communication and Delivery System of the WebSAMS in mid-March.

Funding Arrangement

% All aided, government and Direct Subsidy Scheme secondary schools, caput
schools and special schools operating senior secondary classes offering ApL courses
approved by the EDB are eligible for the Diversity Learning Grant (DLG) to pay for
the course fees. These schools are NOT allowed to charge students any course fee.
Please refer to the funding and accounting arrangements at Annex 4.

8. Starting from the 2020/21 school year, if individual students take an ApL
course as the 4th elective subject, their schools will also be subsidised by the DLG to
encourage students to take ApL to broaden their learning experience.

Enquiry

9, For enquiry, please contact Ms Y P CHUANG at 3698 3179 or Ms Dorothy
MOK at 3698 3165 of the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum Development
Institute.

Yours sincerely,

[ ~—yg
(Joanne WONGQG)
for Secretary for Education

Encls. Annexes 1 to 4
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List of Senior Secondary Applied Learning Courses (2022—-24 Cohort; 2024 HKDSE) for
Early Course Commencement at Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 School Year
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Food Science Food Innovation and Science (SPACE) | Chinese or English
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# 3 Remarks

FARH BB FUB B BT (Gl R BRlRn S 2 Al R X PSP T RBE) TP ma B MR (f4ENY 2 R SR
#3%3 «rFru] ) - Course providers will confirm whether to provide relevant courses (including classes with Chinese or English as the medium of instruction)
at Secondary 4 according to individual situation (e.g. number of student applicants for individual courses, class arrangements, venues and resources
allocation).

bR 4 N8 35202224 & R (2024 E A B BB Y E) VRSN 2 ABEEORY BV I 330 2022-24 2 (2024 24 EY B2 Y R)
S P T BB yROREHAEI L § N e gl &7 2% o The above course list includes only the Applied Learning (ApL) courses for early course
commencement at Secondary 4 for the 2022-24 cohort (2024 HKDSE). The full course list for the 2022-24 cohort (2024 HKDSE) to be offered at
Secondary 5 will be announced in the circular memorandum to be issued later.

i~ NOTE1

a4 hp- Bifeenp PV - TG TH) e BA T T@) PHARIRD R RS 0 SR T APt 2022-24 E R ® - For
courses marked with “#’, only ONE course in the course cluster can be taken by a student. Courses marked with “@” are under review and will be
provided in the 2022-24 cohort subject to approval by the Education Bureau.

S ATHY B PV B TRTOVANY S REARERE RGBSR RS e Bk G TE R B Y g 4 B KT B 2
BF sz * o Allstudents in aided, government and Direct Subsidy Scheme secondary schools, caput schools and special schools operating senior
secondary classes following the senior secondary curriculum recommended by the Curriculum Development Council will be fully subsidised by the
Education Bureau to take ApL courses.

- NOTE 2
#AEK 84 Course Provider

CICE PEAETR Caritas Institute of Community Education

CityU(SCOPE) ABE7 A F L F School of Continuing and Professional Education, City University of Hong Kong
B
=

HKBU(SCE) Az e X EHFEF T £ School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University

HKCT FEEEREBHR Hong Kong College of Technology

HKIT AERFEE TR Hong Kong Institute of Technology

HKU(SPACE) AEAFLE SR School of Professional and Continuing Education, The University of Hong Kong
LIFE B BEFe38n Lingnan Institute of Further Education

VTC e Vocational Training Council
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3= NOTE 3

A BV g E RO e e TS 0 p R0 LS ER Rl B BV BB TTARKER ) & 2019/20 FE BT o S8 4liE
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Bt SFRXY G F 20218 90 B¢ m m e AWFERAROF L (G 0w 2021/22 B &P v nenf 4 ) FEERETRY Fo 54
Sdt R e #enElE A2 A o To explore the future direction of curriculum development and implementation modes of Apil_, including greater
engagement of industries, a pilot ApL course “Tech Basics” is being tried out since 2019/20 school year. The participating organisations include the
course provider (School of Continuing Education, Hong Kong Baptist University) and the pilot schools. “Tech Basics” will continue to be tried out in the
2021/22 school year. In addition to the pilot schools, the course will be open for Mode 1 applications for the 2022-24 cohort, which will commence at
Secondary 4 in September 2021. Students (applicable to those who will study secondary 4 in the 2021/22 school year) intending to apply for the course
should submit their applications through schools and participate in the interview processes to be arranged by the course provider later.



Annex 2
Senior Secondary Applied Learning Courses

(2022-24 Cohort; 2024 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination)
Important Dates for Early Course Commencement at Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 School Year

2020/21 school year

Submission of Applications by Schools via WebSAMS
3 May — 1 Jun 2021
(Selection arrangements will be sent to schools by 8 Jun 2021)

Mode 1 J 18 Mode 2
Student selection by course providers Student selection and confirmation of
1_2 & 19 Jun 2021 implementation details & course fee
(contingency: 26 Jun 2021) reduction by schools and course providers
v Apr - Jun 2021
Announcement of selection results by the EDB
5 Jul 2021 onwards v
* Submission of class details & student
Confirmation of student information by schools information by schools
On or before 16 Jul 2021 On or before 16 Jul 2021
I |
v

2021/22 school year

2022/23 school year

2023/24 school year

Disbursement of provisional Diversity Learning Grant (DLG) (1st instalment)
to schools by the EDB
Aug 2021

Course commencement
Sep 2021

v

Calculation of the adjusted amount of DLG (1st instalment) by the EDB
based on actual number of students as at 30 Sep 2021 *

v

Payment of course fees (1st instalment) to course providers by schools
Oct/Nov 2021

v

Disbursement of provisional DLG (2nd instalment) to schools by the EDB
Aug 2022

Calculation of the adjusted amount of DLG (2nd instalment) by the EDB
based on actual number of students as at 30 Sep 2022*

¥

Payment of course fees (2nd instalment) to course providers by schools
Oct / Nov 2022

School registration with the HKEAA for students’ entry to HKDSE
Examination for ApL
Sep / Oct 2023

* Adjustment of the 1st and 2nd instalments of the DLG will be made by the EDB
in Jan 2022 and Jan 2023 respectively.



Annex 3

Offering Applied Learning Courses
(2022-24 Cohort; 2024 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination)
in Collaboration with Other Schools under Mode 2
(Applicable for Early Course Commencement at Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 School Year)

Intention of School

* This form should be completed by schools intending to offer the Applied Learning (ApL)
course(s) in collaboration with other schools under Mode 2. The Education Bureau (EDB) will
confirm with schools on the information upon the form received.

*  Please return the completed form to the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum Development
Institute, EDB by fax (fax no.: 2337 0371) on or before 7 May 2021.

*  For enquiries, please contact the Applied Learning Section, Curriculum Development Institute,
EDB at 3698 3186.

Part A - School and Contact Person Information

School name

School address

School no. - Tel. no.
Name of

cont;c‘? person Post
Tel. no. Fax no. Email

Part B - Declaration by the Principal

I confirm that my school intends to offer a total of __ ApL course(s) in collaboration with other schools
under Mode 2 in the 2021/22 school year with details given overleaf.

Signature of Principal :

School

Name of Principal:
Chop

Date:




Part C — Information of the ApL Course(s) to be Offered in Collaboration with Other Schools
(If there is more than one ApL course, please use a separate sheet.)

Course provider

. Estimated no.
Course title of students
Start date End date
(month/year) (month/year)
Remarks 1. Has your school already reached an initial consensus with other

school(s) in offering the ApL course through collaboration?
(Please put a “vV”

in the appropriate
box.)

(1 Yes (Please fill in Part D) L1 No

2. Is your school willing to provide venues/facilities for conducting ApL
lessons for students of other schools?

L] Yes [1No

Part D — Information of Collaborating Schools (if applicable)

Host school No. of
School name o
(Use “v” to indicate) | students
1
2
3
4

Other suggestions / views (if applicable):




Annex 4

Diversity Learning Grant for
Applied Learning Courses
(2022-24 Cohort; 2024 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination)
(Applicable for Early Course Commencement at Secondary 4 in the 2021/22 School Year)

Diversity Learning Grant

1.  The Diversity Learning Grant (DLG) supports all aided, government and Direct Subsidy
Scheme (DSS) secondary schools, caput schools and special schools operating senior secondary
classes, in offering a diversified curriculum to cater for students’ needs. It is a cash grant for aided
secondary schools, DSS secondary schools, caput schools and special schools. For government
secondary schools, it is in the form of budget allocation.

2. The DLG will be provided to eligible schools on a yearly basis for the implementation of ApL
courses provided by the course providers and approved by the Education Bureau (EDB). Schools
receiving the DLG are NOT allowed to charge students any course fees. To streamline school
administration, schools are no longer required to draw up a three-year plan on broadening subject
choices for a particular cohort of students.

Ambit

3. Students in eligible schools studying the senior secondary curriculum recommended by the
Curriculum Development Council and studying ApL courses are subsidised under the DLG!. Each
eligible student is entitled to funding for a maximum of two ApL courses (excluding Applied Learning
Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students)). In addition, from the 2020/21 school year onwards, if
individual students take an ApL course as the 4th elective subject, the school will also be subsidised
by the DLG?.

4.  The DLG for ApL courses (2022-24 cohort) can only be used to subsidise students to take
ApL courses for the 2022-24 cohort and cannot be mixed with the DLG for other cohorts of ApL
courses. The funding must be used for the payment of ApL course fees to be charged by the course
providers. It must not be used for Other Languages and Other Programmes (which are supported by
other categories of the DLG), and other purposes such as capital purchases, overheads or
maintenance, etc.

Funding Arrangement

5. Schools will be allocated with an amount of DLG which is equal to the total course fee of ApL
courses enrolled by eligible students. The DLG for ApL courses (2022-24 cohort) will be allocated
to schools in two equal instalments during the two-year course duration. The first and second
instalments of the DLG will be provisionally disbursed to schools in August 2021 and August 2022
respectively. For government secondary schools, the DLG will be provided to schools in the form of
budget allocations. Adjustments to the DLG, if any, will be made by the EDB based on the actual
number of students taking ApL courses (2022-24 cohort) (as at 30 September of the respective

! Students no longer meeting the requirements as stated in paragraph 3 above due to any reason (e.g. departed from schools)
will not be eligible for the DLG for ApL. However, if such students have successfully completed their first year study of
ApL courses, they may continue their second year study of ApL courses at their own expense with the consent of the
respective course providers and the EDB.

2 In case a student also takes the adapted ApL course(s), each adapted ApL course will be counted as an ApL course in the
funding arrangement.



school years) and the information submitted by schools.
Accounting Arrangements

6.  Schools should make use of the DLG to pay course fees to the course providers in two equal
instalments. Instalments of course fees would be calculated based on the number of students as at
30 September of the respective school years. Besides, schools may apply for course fee reduction
from the course providers should there be venues, facilities, equipment provided or school teachers
contributing to the teaching of ApL courses, etc.. If necessary and under special circumstances,
schools can deploy the resources tabulated below for the payment of ApL course fees.

School Type Resources to be Deployed by Schools

. Capacity Enhancement Grant (CEG)

. Surplus in the General Domain of Operating Expenses Block
Aided Grant (OEBG) / Expanded OEBG

Secondary Schools . Substitute Teacher Grant / Teacher Relief Grant (TRG)

. Senior Secondary Curriculum Support Grant (SSCSG)

. Schools’ own funds

. Expanded Subject and Curriculum Block Grant
Government

. TRG
Secondary Schools . SSCSG
o CEG
. SSCSG
Caput Schools . Fee Subsidy
. Schools’ own funds
o CEG

DSS

Secondary Schools *  DSSSubsidy

J Schools’ own funds

Upon deployment of resources, if schools still have genuine financial difficulties in offering ApL
courses, schools may approach the Applied Learning Section of the EDB on or before 30 July 2021
to set out their difficulties. The EDB will provide support as far as possible taking into account the
specific situation of individual schools.

7. For aided secondary schools, DSS secondary schools, caput schools and special schools, a
separate ledger account named “DLG for ApL courses (2022-24 cohort)” should be kept in the
school ledger account under the Government Fund to properly record all income and expenditure
chargeable to ApL courses. The surplus in the ledger account can be carried forward to the next
school year until 31 August 2024. Any unspent balance of the DLG will be clawed back. In case
of deficit in the ledger account, schools can top up the DLG by deploying other resources by the end
of the respective school years.

8.  For government secondary schools, the expenditure should be charged to the user code assigned
for ApL courses (2022-24 cohort). Unspent balance of the allocations as at the end of each financial
year (i.e. 31 March of each year during the two-year course duration) cannot be carried forward
to the subsequent financial year and will lapse. In case of deficit, schools can top up the DLG by
deploying the resources as set out above (paragraph 6).





